LIFE AND  PERSONALITY OF  EARL OF  OXFORD
As these high men do, low in all true grace,
Their height being privilege to all things base.
And as the foolish poet that still writ
All his most self-loved verse in paper royal,
Of parchment ruled with lead,  smoothed with
pumice,
Bound richly up, and strung with crimson strings,
Never so blest as when he writ and read
The ape-loved issue of his brain, and never
But joying in himself, admiring ever
Yet in his works behold him, and he show'd
Like to a ditcher.
Spielman in his description writes:
Upon the left thumb, a member of unusual
length, is a gold signet ring; and held in the right
hand a gold embroidered book with broad red silk
ribbons. . . . This book might be, from its style and
luxurious binding, a missal or similar devotional
volume, save for what is claimed for a mark and
cross-spears appearing on it.
"High men33 implies man of high birth; the
"paper royal of parchment93 compares with Spiel-
man's description. The " ape-loved issue " suggest
verses loved by the apes, the actors; and finally,
we have the allusions to the "red silk tie ribbons/9
and "strung with crimson strings.99 It is practic-
ally certain that Chapman saw the "Ashbourne"
portrait of Shakespeare, and recognised the Earl
of Oxford as the poet.
The following succession of ownership of the
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